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The most crowded island on Earth: Tiny Caribbean islet measures
just over two acres... but is home to a staggering 1,200 people

Santa Cruz del Islote lies off the coast of Colombia, with 90 houses, two stores, a restaurant and a school
Its size - 0.012 sq km - and number of inhabitants makes it four times more densely populated than Manhattan
First discovered 150 years ago, the island was initially favoured because it had no mosquitoes - a rarity in the area 
Life on the island is a peaceful one with crime almost non-existent and many locals earning a living through
tourism 

By KATIE AMEY FOR MAILONLINE

PUBLISHED: 12:34 GMT, 24 July 2015 | UPDATED: 16:03 GMT, 24 July 2015

It's a tight squeeze on the island of Santa Cruz del Islote in the Caribbean, with 1,200 people inhabiting a lump of rock that's just 0.012 square kilometres.  

The island, a two-hour boat trip from Cartagena, Colombia, is four times more densely populated than Manhattan.

Discovered just 150 years ago by a group of passing fisherman, the 2.4 acre islet is situated in the archipelago of San Bernardo.

Scroll down for video 

Despite measuring just 0.012 square kilometres, 1200 people have somehow managed to squeeze on to Santa Cruz del Islote
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Cosy: The Caribbean islet two hours from Cartagena, Colombia, is four times more densely populated than Manhattan

Discovered by fishermen 150 years ago, its lack of mosquitoes has made the island incredibly popular



Since the islet lacks basic amenities except for a school most of the locals work on nearby Caribbean islands

The fishermen, who were travelling from the coastal town of Baru, some 50 kilometres away, made a stunning realisation when they first stumbled upon the
island: it had no mosquitoes.

A relative rarity in the area, the explorers immediately set up camp.

Today, the population has sky-rocketed, topping 1200 inhabitants.

It's also home to 90 houses, two stores, a restaurant and a school. However, space is so limited that many structures extend out over the water.

Since there are no high-rise structures, the isle has built itself outwards instead of upwards, ensuring everyone lives and works on the ground floor.
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The only empty space on the island is a small courtyard.

Today the of population of Santa Cruz del Islote has sky-rocketed, to 1200 inhabitants including families and young children



One resident said 'we don't have violence, we don't need police, we all know each other and we enjoy our days. It's a glorious life'

Though many residents describe the island as paradise, Santa Cruz del Islote has no doctors, no cemetery - the dead are buried on a nearby island - and
one sole generator that runs for just five hours per day.

There's no running water, with the Colombian Navy delivering supplies to the island every three weeks. 

The only service that the state provides is a lone security guard, who is stationed at the island's school, which is attended by 80 children.

Law states that there must be a guard for every school in the country. 



Share or comment on this article

Since there are no high-rise structures, the isle has built itself outwards instead of upwards, ensuring everyone lives and works on the ground
floor

Lacking basic amenities, it's unsurprising that most work on nearby islands with tourism being the backbone of the local economies.

They offer tourists boat tours along with snorkeling, fishing and diving experiences. Others use their knowledge of the local marine life to supply nearby
restaurants with fish.

The life they lead is one that they treasure, with islanders reportedly never having to worry about theft and often gathering in each other's doorways to
watch soap operas, according to Colombia Reports.

It's an existence that contrasts starkly with the violence that courses through the mainland, which has experienced a decades-long drug war between the
government and paramilitary groups.

'Life here is calm and delightful,' 66-year-old Juvenal Julio, a descendant of the Islote's founders, told the Toronto Star. 
The diving instructor is the great-grandson of one of the fishermen who founded the community around 150 years ago.

He added: 'We don't have violence, we don't need police, we all know each other and we enjoy our days. It's a glorious life.' 

For information on visiting the island go to www.aventurecolombia.com.
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Read more:
How people live on the most crowded island on Earth | Toronto Star
Aventure Colombia: Tours and Travel in Colombia
Santa Cruz del Islote, the world's most crowded island
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huacho, puerto vallarta, 2 weeks ago

Look at San Blas Islands off the coast of Panama.....over 350 of them.....the few that are inhabited are the same.....beautiful people.....

778
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MelBToo, Miami Valley, United States, 2 weeks ago

A colorful crowded slum. Not appealing.

104175

Click to rate

Jay chan, Nadi, Fiji, 2 weeks ago

Ariel view of most cities in this world is somewhat the same,definately the world is changing with little or no major planning towards the next 100 or so
years in regards to population,clean water,food,health,roads,sanitation,education,infra structure etc etc,humans have already damaged this world quite a
lot in just few hundred years into industrialisation,future does not look good at all for earthlings but yet this earth will surely go the distance as other
planets.

960

Click to rate

Ryan, CA, Albania, 2 weeks ago

Misery amongst paradise...

44106

Click to rate

CHILENA 1, sydney, Australia, 2 weeks ago

how about the toilet "adonde estan los banos"!!

1078
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Leera, Los Angeles, 2 weeks ago

looks like misery

40105
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No wonder it's so populated- there's nothing else to do!

14168

Click to rate

Tomdotcom, Watford, United Kingdom, 2 weeks ago

No birth control means more and more people. The Pope and the Roman Catholic church are largely to blame. The Pope still refuses to allow birth control
but he complains about the global warming that overpopulation is causing. Hypocrite.
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very, very close community !!
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