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Story highlights

At the northernmost tip of South America is La Guajira Desert

Tourism is starting to take off, but accommodation is basic and extremely limited

(CNN)—The notion of a bona fide desert lapped by the waves of the Caribbean Sea seems so far-fetched that Google automatically changes most searches for "Caribbean desert"
to "Caribbean dessert."

Delightful as the ensuing search results might be, they deny netizens the glory of the La Guajira Desert.

Here, at the northernmost tip of South America, sand extends far beyond the spotless beaches, and cacti dominate a parched landscape.

Colombia's wild northeast is slowly making its way onto the tourist map. But patience and a fair dose of discomfort are required to enjoy this barren outpost. Accommodation is
basic and extremely limited.

Transportation is by boat or four-wheel-drive only, and even the sturdiest vehicles can run into trouble. (Click through the gallery above for an example.)Read More
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Getting here isn't easy – La Guajira doesn't get a lot of rain, but the little that falls can effectively cut off the north of

the peninsula. One four-wheel drive stuck in the mud can prove a headache for anyone that follows, as there's

little choice in access to the remotest regions.
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Eerie cairns – The northern tip of the continent can be a bleak and unforgiving place. Visitors over time have created

a forest of stone piles around a basic lighthouse.
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